What Is Grace

Let me offer us a view of God’s Grace that expands our
understanding as to what it is and how it relates to our relationship
with God. | would never assume that you do not already know this as
Peter said, “l will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance
of these things, though you know them, and be established in the
present truth.” [2 Peter 1:12].

Grace is a relational term, it is the divine principle by which God, on
His part, establishes a relationship with us. It is the reason God made
us in His image; so that, we, could accept His grace and learn to live
within its provisions. Paul declared in Roman 5:1-2 that our
justification was a first step across the threshold into “this grace
wherein we stand.”

At its core—if | may use this language —Grace is simply God doing
what He wants, when He wants and if He wants. As He said to
Moses, “I will have mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will have
compassion on whom | will have compassion.” [Romans 9:15]. There
can be no conditions attached to this truth. It is as absolute and
uncompromising as God’s holiness, because ultimately, we learn,
God’s grace is the expression of His Holiness in lock step with His
love.

He requires no condition to be met on our part; He didn’t to save us.
Paul taught: “God commended his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” [Romans 5:8 and in verse 10]
“when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of
his Son”. But then Paul added the principle of Grace that expands
our understanding:: “much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved
by his life.” We are the map makers marking out the boundary of what
we thought was a lake only to discover we have come to the
immeasurable sea.

God’s grace, in other words, is as infinite as it is eternal or as Paul
said in Ephesians 2:7 “That in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through
Christ Jesus.”
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God is never under obligation to us or dependent on us for anything
—though we would like to think so. It was His grace that required
Jesus’ crucifixion for sin be done by Him. He alone must die for the
sins of mankind—that’s how we knew it was God on that Cross. If
Jesus had not been God incarnate, then as a man, we could say, God
had help from a mere human. If God’s grace is unmerited and not
according to human effort, Jesus had to be divine or His grace must
be earned—which it cannot be. God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense.
You say, but Jesus was sinless? Yes, indeed, but God claimed to
come and save us because we could not save ourselves, Jesus must
be divine to save us, and human to suffer and die.

In Isaiah 43:25 God confirmed, “l, even |, am he that blots out your
transgressions for my own sake,” If He is the author and finisher of
our faith, as Hebrews 12:2 declares, how presumptuous of us to ever
assume our relationship changes in the middle. As Paul demurred in
Galatians 3:3, “having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect
by the flesh?”

No! God’s grace because it is the terms of His relationship with us
must remain active in our lives. As Paul wrote the Corinthians [1
Corinthians 15:10], “by the grace of God | am what | am:”

| take the liberty to translate the symbolism behind the Urim and
Thumim which the High-priest held in his breastplate to discern the
will of God. [Exodus 28:30]. Interesting that God noted “they shall be
upon Aaron's heart.” The ‘U’ in Hebrew is an ‘A’ or the first letter of
their alphabet and the ’T’ is the last which makes these 2 stones a
symbol of Jesus the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, even in
the Priestly Code of Leviticus. This is because always and
everywhere God’s grace was in evidence as He worked, and God
works alone! God’s grace is the perfect representation of His
Holiness.

If God is eternal, He will never change his mind because he doesn't
need to. He will never compromise because he works alone. He
cannot contradict himself because he never lies. And he will never do
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anything other than what he always does because his actions
represent who he is. He cannot improve because he's already
perfect. So if God is immutable, grace is immutabile.

Grace is the principle by which every relationship in Heaven between
God and each of us will be energized. It has replaced “law.” In
Galatians 5:23 we read of the Fruit of the Spirit “against such there is
no law” and in Romans 6:15 Paul exclaimed with no regret, “We are
not under law but under grace!”

If this grace is, truly, all God and not based on our efforts it has to be
extended to all as Paul wrote Timothy [1 Timothy 3:16] God was
“preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world.”

If God’s grace is infinite, God, by His grace cannot be or do or give
less than who he is. The size of his compassion is always the size of
his heart. Therefore divine expression must always be wholehearted;
And something cannot be infinite if it is not eternal.

God, by His grace cannot be less nor more than who he is. God does
not grow or learn or develop or get better at anything. These are
factors associated with time, with us. God does not live in time, but in
eternity. His grace is an expression of his eternal being. The
Westminster catechism added "working all things, according to the
console of his own immutable, and most righteous will, for his own
glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long suffering, abundant in
goodness and truth.”

In the Old testament narrative, we can say, “What God did, God
does.” We must look in the record for that underlining energy, that
movement of divine grace of which the story is only an example or a

type.

But can we not move God in prayer to do things for us or answer
prayer in a fashion we might want Him to answer? If He does what He
wants when He wants, why pray? Are we saying that prayer cannot
move God’s heart on our behalf?
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Absolutely Not!

My favorite example by which to answer you is Exodus 32:11 when
God’s anger against Israel ran hot. God suggested to Moses in verse
10 to destroy them all—even Joshua and Caleb!?— and start over
again with just Moses and Zipporah [| assume]. This story has shades
of meaning similar to Jesus feeding the 5,000 when He asked Philip
in John 6:5-6, “Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? And
this he said to prove [test Philip]: for he himself knew what he would
do.” Does any believer honesty think that had Moses agreed with the
proposition to destroy Israel in the wilderness, that God would have
gone through with it!

But the Bible says “Moses besought the LORD his God” where this
word “besought” means to make a leader’s face sweet [smile] and
calm him by stroking his cheek. [Like a wife does to her husband
when he is anxious or approaching reckless in anger] Strong’s
dictionary said, “to stroke (in flattering)” the face of the Kking.
Gesenius, another, Hebrew grammarian wrote, “to soothe or caress”
not literally but by how Moses prayed. And do we think God didn’t
know that prayer? | venture an idea that God taught Moses to pray,
as Jesus has you and me [Matthew 6:9-13].

Prayer is confirming the legitimacy of God’s concern and carrying just
the smallest corner of that great burden with Him, somewhat like a
young child helps daddy carry a large box. The most meaningful
burdens to carry in prayer are those the Lord already carries—like the
salvation of souls. 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is long suffering ... not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.”

Does God not care about our concerns? If you have to ask that
question, you need to enlarge your knowledge of God’s grace.

A beautiful analogy of God’s grace is found 2 Kings 6:12-16 where
Elisha and Gehazi were surrounded by the Syrians because they
accused the prophet—correctly—of being a mole, though God was
sharing military secrets with the prophet. Gehazi was distraught and
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lamented, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” | am not sure any
translation does justice to Gehazi’s fright.

So Elisha asks God to open the young man’s eyes. [You see, this was
not his battle but God’s!] And when God answer the prophet’s prayer,
Gehazi saw a host of angels in military array and ready for battle
against the Syrians. That’s when Elisha utter these words in verse 16
which so perfectly echo Paul to the Romans.

“Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with
them.” This is not unlike what Paul said in Romans 5:20 regarding
God’s saving grace, “where sin abounded, grace did much more
abound.” There is no sin, God cannot wash away and forgive! There
is no battle in our lives that He cannot win. There is no army arrayed
against us He cannot defeat.

But, you say, according to His grace God has to want to answer our
prayers. Well, He does! And the beauty of praying is the conversation
we have with the God of infinite grace who loves us, and because we
had that conversation, when God answers we then know it was He
who answered.

| John 5:14 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we
ask anything according to His will, He hears us. Our faith rests in His
hearing us not the answer, but John, knowing us, responded, “And if
we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have
the petitions that we have asked of Him.”

We have much more to learn as God reveals to us what His grace is
all about: Paul taught in Romans 1:17: “For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall live
by faith.”

And God’s grace? He has only begun to reveal it, too, to us.
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