
An Inspirational Feast

Mt 5:6 Blessed are They Who Hunger and Thirst after 
Righteousness

The Beatitudes So Far
To be a follower of Jesus  who are 

1. sensing our own spiritual poverty and absolute, total, 
◦ dependence solely on the Lord. 
◦ Our perspective on life is changes, our minds renewed; we are no longer living 

to find happiness in pleasure but happiness in service to our Lord.
◦ We are living our life in the light of eternity, laying up treasures in heaven
◦ We are willing to surrender any and all we have and are into service for the 

Lord as most reasonable on our part.
◦ B F. Lightfoot wrote "Though the gospel is capable of doctrinal exposition, though 

it is eminently fertile in moral results, yet its substance is neither a dogmatic system 
nor ethical code, but a Person and a Life"   

◦ 2 Corinthians 4:18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

2. Mourning takes on new significance as a joyous means of fellowship with Christ. 
◦ "If it is a privilege to preach Christ, it is no less a privilege to suffer for 

Him."
◦ Philippians 1:29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you 

should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake,
◦ Mourning is a prayer life that is in tune with God's great heart for His 

creation, for the lost, for His church.
3. May the Lord make us meek, predisposed to follow Jesus wherever He leads

◦ Not maverick and wild but tamed, like a domesticate or broken stallion.
◦ The meek are gentle because they are always waiting on their Lord for 

direction and His leadership in their lives.

Righteousness

Matthew 5:20  “For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of 
heaven.”
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A. W. Tozer, correctly noted, “justice and righteousness are scarcely to be distinguished 
from each other. The same word in the original becomes in English justice or 
righteousness, almost, one would suspect, at the whim of the translator. 

Righteousness is said to be the state of one as he ought to be before God.  But it is more; 
It is that inner quality, the condition of the heart, that characterizes that state of being.

Righteousness is the virtue of being what we ought to be in relation with God and 
therefore, with other believers and even the world.

Another scholar informs: “It should be emphasized particularly that implies relationship 
A man is righteous when he meets certain claims which another has on him in virtue of 
relationship. ..the righteousness of God is primarilyHis covenantal rule in fellowship 
with His people.“

The  Dictionary of New Testament Theology, also, calls, “Righteousness ... a term of 
relationship.” It is here where righteousness and justice meet. If we do what is right by 
someone, we do what is just and fair.  The primary relationship for us is with our Lord 
Whom we follow and by extension, His people, other believers.

“The highest goal and virtue in this sort of culture is supporting the community. This 
makes people happy (makarios).” Richards, E. Randolph; O'Brien, Brandon J.. 
Misreading Scripture with Western Eyes (p. 97). InterVarsity Press. Kindle Edition. 

God's Family

Ephesians 3:14-15 I bow my knees before the Father,from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named,

Family, with God, is everything. The Old Testament covenantal idea is inherent  in the 
word “redemption.” cp Ruth. “To redeem” includes the idea “as a kinsman” The 
dictionary reads to ”redeem with God, as subj [as the One Who redeems] implies 
personal relationship...” 

Hebrews 12:6-8 [Living Bible] 6 For when he punishes you, it proves that he loves you. 
When he whips you, it proves you are really his child.”
7 Let God train you, for he is doing what any loving father does for his children. 
Whoever heard of a son who was never corrected? 8 If God doesn’t punish you when 
you need it, as other fathers punish their sons, then it means that you aren’t really God’s 
son at all—that you don’t really belong in his family.
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When He ransomed us, He bought us and made us family. 

Psalm 74:2 “Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old: the rod of 
thy inheritance, which thou hast redeemed; this mount Zion, in which thou hast dwelt.”   

And we have by faith become “the children of God” 

John 1:12  “But as many as received him, to them he gave power [authority] to become 
[at salvation] the sons of God, [by faith] even to them that believe on his name:”

the community of the saints, John 21:23 [NLT] “the community of believers.”

Can we imagine a community, if everyone does not have Christ in common? if we are 
insensitive to each other's needs and never pray for one another, if we are mavericks, 
wild, self-absorbed?  NO!

Biblical Righteousness

We were introduced to the Family of God, the Body of Christ, the Church and, 
consequently, every biblical directive or instruction involves our relationship with God's 
people and the world.

1 John 4:12, 20 ”No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us 
and his love is made complete in us. ... Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother 
or sister is a liar.”

• Hungering and thirsting after righteousness does not mean finding a bible school 
or monastery to lock one's self away learning the written Word.

• Nor did God's Justice on Calvary free us from sin's liability to  live how we want.  
We are not free to live anyway we want, we are free to follow Christ.
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A Story

So, since this word speaks of fairness and justice as well as rightness, let's say it with a 
story:

You are shipwrecked alone on a deserted island and since you don't believe in God 
[pretend], you are literally, absolutely, alone ...and you're thirsty.  So you climb a 
coconut palm to get something to drink but fall and break your leg.

Whose fault is this?  Fault is a judicial term indicating someone didn't do “right by you.” 
(But it's hard to be litigious when you're alone!) This would mean that someone 
somewhere broke some social principle or maybe a written law that coconut palms 
should come with ladders or coconuts should have been harvested by now not requiring 
you to climb up the thing. Who might that be? 

Perhaps, you go back to when you boarded that ill-fated  craft to nowhere and blame the 
person who sold you on the voyage.  But let's assume no one persuaded you to go along; 
it was your idea, plain and simple. Maybe life isn't fair?  But this is circular reasoning 
because this is your life. And everything comes back to you, what you decided to do. 

So, is it possible to be unfair to yourself? If you're not going to blame yourself and 
you're not going to blame God (because to blame Him means you have to believe in 
Him and that you were trusting Him to keep you safe; and this goes counter to your 
reasoning).  And there is no one else around!   What then? If you don't fault yourself, 
who then?

“Fault,” as pointed out, is a legal idea presupposing some law was broken.  But you 
cannot break a law that does not exist on your little island—and why write one when 
you are its lone inhabitant?

The ideas of fairness and justice and what is the right thing to do are meaningless ideas 
because there is no one else there who you might relate with and ultimately blame for 
your misfortune.
  
Oh, if you managed to get a coconut and drink the milk inside, quenching your thirst, 
you probably would congratulate yourself in the privacy of your loneliness because 
when things go “right” there is no reason to think about blaming someone else.  You did 
right by you!
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Allelous

We cannot do right by God if we are not doing right by each other.

Fellowship, by definition, is intimacy or closeness— a common burden, a common 
heart, a common prayer as well as working and worshipping together. 

Acts 4:44 [NLT] ”And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything 
they had.”
 
I like to call this the “allelous” principle after the New Testament Greek word for one 
another. It is because of Calvary that we experience in this life a taste of the richness of 
fellowship with one another that will be ours in its fulness in the Kingdom to come: 

• “comforted together” (Romans 1:12); 
• “kindly affectioned one to another” (Romans 12:10); 
• “same mind one toward another” (Romans 12:16); 
• “edifying another” (Romans 14:19); 
• “likeminded” (Romans 15:5); 
• “Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God” 

(Romans 15:7); 
• “admonishing one another” (Romans 15:14); 
• “having the same care one for another [without partiality or favoritism]” (1 

Corinthians 12:25); 
• “by love serving one another” (Galatians 5:13); 
• “Bearing ... one another's burdens, and so fulfilling the law of Christ” (Galatians 

6:2)” .
• ..and more. 

We must allow ourselves to see the Word from this perspective : an increasing interest 
in caring about one another under the guidance of the Spirit of God. 
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